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[ondons Charter, 
Or an Impartial Account of the 


| SEVERAL SEISURES 


OP IHE 


| City Charter, 


ogether with the Means and Methods 


that were uſed for the Recovery of the ſame, with the 
Cauſes by which it came forfeited , as likewiſe the Ims 
-prifonments, Depoſing, and Fining the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Sheriffs, ſince the Reign of King Henry: 
the Third co this preſent Year, 1682, Being faichfully 
| ColleCted ont of Antient and Modern Hiſtorys, and now: 
; Seaſonably Publiſhed for the ſatisfaction of the Inqui- 
| fietve, upon the late Arreſt made upon the ſaid Charter 


e 


* 


{ by Writ of 2uo Warranto, 


Fri ted- forthe Author, and are to: be Sold by D aniel Brown, at the. 
| _Black-Swan and Bible without Temple-Bar, and Thomas: , © -..* 


n St, Brides-Church-Yard, 1682, 7 45 
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7 ſuchas had favoured the Barons, and were as then either in Pri- 


E- the Chains and Poſts ſhould be pulled up and taken away, there- 
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Since the Charter was granted to the Anttent and Famous 
City of London by William the Conqueror, Henry 
the Second, and other Kings of this Realm, we find ſe- 
veral Inſpettions have been made into it, and that at 
ſundry times the Priviledges and Charter of the ſaid 
City hath been taken away and ſuſpended ; The Hiſto- 
rical Relation of which, as it 1s Recorded by the moſt 
Authenuck of our Engliſh Writers, Being now thought 
ſeaſonable and uſeful, 1s intended to be the Subjef of 
this Treatiſe, 


Te begin at the 50 year of the Reign of Henry the Third, 


Anno Dom, 1265, Upon the Citizens taking part with 
the Earl of Leicefier and che Barons, againſt the King, 
after. the ſaid Earl was Slain at the Battle of Everſbam, 
and the King again was reſtored to his Royal Dignities, he began 
rocall romind how the Citizens had ſhut cheir Gares againſt him 
and ſuccour'd his Enemies, ſo that calling a Parliament ar Weſt- 
minſter about the Nativity of the Bleſſed Virgin, in the yeat 
aforeſaid, all the Statutes that had been made by the Parliament 
the Barons had Aſſemble4 at Oxford were Repealed, and alſo all 


ſon.or abroad ſhould be disinhericed : Ir was alſo ordain'd, and 
paſſed the Aſſent of both Houſes, that many of the Wealthieſt 
Citizens of London (hould be caſt 'into Priſon, and the City 
ſhould be deprived of the Liberties and Priviledges that had been 


formerly granted and confirmed to them; as likewiſe thar all 


by to leave the Streets fenceleſs, &'c, This was no ſooner En« 
A 3 acted. 
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(2) — 
ated but put in Execution, for the chief Citizens were Arreſted 
and committed to Ward within the Caſtle of VWradſor, till they 
ſhould pay ſuch Fines as were demanded, which was 300 pounds 
a peice at leaſt, whereupon the Liberties of the City, purſuanc 
to the ſaid Act, were ſuſpended, and the Tower of London forti- 
fied with Outworks for its better Security, as likewiſe ſuch Poſts 
and Chains as had been brought our of the City, were placed a- 
bout the Defences in nacure of Barracado's ; not long after ano« 
ther Parliament was called at Weſtminſter, wherein a great num- 
ber of ſuch as had been aiding to the Barons, had cheir Lands 
confiſcated, which Lands the King no ſooner ſeized, bur he gave 
| them to ſuch as had fairhfully ſerved him in the Wars, ſo that 
| a conliderable number, as well of Citizens as others, were ob- 
leiged tro Compound\with ſuch as had the Donation beſtowed 
| upon them, | 
Y Upon theſe and ſuch like proceedings of the King, the Lox- 

| doners thought it their ſafeſt way to ſubmir to the Kings Mercy, 
and aſter long attendance, and at the inceſſant Intreaties of ſuch 
Noble Perſons at Court as they conld make their Friends, they 
obtained a Pardon, though many of the Commoners refuſed to 
joyne with the Mayor and Aldermen, and other Wealthy Citi- 
zens therein, being rather inclined to ſtand it out, and held ſe- 
veral Debates about-defending the City againſt the King, bur 
their Reſolutions in that affair were by moſt of the wiſeſt ſort 
held as pernicious and dangerous to the Peace and Tranquility 
of the Nation ; The reaſon that induced them to ſuch obſtinacy 
as moſt conjecture, was becauſe the City at that time was Inha- 
3s bired by ſundry Nations, who, during the Inteſtine Broils, had 
X been admitted as Citizens to defend che ſame, bur in the end, 
all choſe Debates and Conſultations came to no effec, for when 
every Man had ſpent his Verdict, ic was though the ſafeſt way 
to ſubmit to the Kings Pleaſure, and conſent to what he. ſhould 
think fir, upon which Submiſſion, and a Fine of 20000 Marks, 
the King received them again into his Favour, and ordered, 
tar ſuch Lands, Houſes, and other chings as had been Con- 
1: | filcated, - 
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 fſcated, and not diſpoſed of, ſhould be reſtored again to the 


ZOwners, 
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After which, he did not deliver them the poſſeſſion or keep- 


ing of the City as formerly, but placed Sir == Qthon as Cuſtos | 
Yor Guardian of the ſame, who was allo Conſtable of the Tower : 
he likewiſe choſe to be Bayliffs, or as they are now called 
JSheriffs, John Adrian and Walter Henery Citizens : The King 


proceeded yer farther, and compelled the moſt ſubſtantial a- 


& moneſt them to give their Sons as Pledges or Hoſtages, thereby 
Fo prevent any Revotir for the furure, which Pledges or Hoſta- 
Foes he cauſed co be kept in the Tower of Loxdon, and maintained 
Wac che Coſt of cheir Parents; as likewiſe by advice of his Conn- 
Fel, he conſtituted a Captain in every County, (now called by 


Sche name of Lord Lieutenant) ro ſuppreſs any Rebellion thac 


Z [mighc ariſe apon the diſaſt of the unruly multitude, 


The King having all this while continued in the City, the 
better to have an Eye upon, and keep in awe ſuch as upon the 


8 aforementioned occaſions were ever now and then ready to make 
& Inſurrections, and upon his departure ordained Sir John Lind 


and John Waldrca Governours in his Abſence, by the Names of 


® Senefchals or Stewards, but ſuch earneſt Suits were made by the 


Londoners to obtain a free Pardon, that in the end, after the ſaid 
Guardians or Governours had taken Tufficient Security for. the 


g payment of the Fine of 20000 Marks, the King oranted them 
EZ his Charter of Pardon under. the Great Seal and ſent it them 


EIA 


whercin he freely remitted and pardoned all Treſpaſſes and of- 


fences that had been committed by them during the War, only 
| the Lands, Houſes, Goods and Perſons which. he had given to 


Prince Edward his Eldeſt Son, were excepted, | 

This Charter of Pardon aud Reſtauration of the Cities Li- 
berties, Priviledges, and Immunities, was dated at Northampton - 
in the 50 Year of his Reign, Anno Dom. 1266; upon which 


7 the Seneſcal was diſcharged, and the Citizens chale then ſor 


Mayor William Fitz Richards , and for Sheriffs Thomas we 4a 
Fourd and Gregory de Racifledge, ang has the management gf 
| | ks ie: 
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the City intire as-ever, ſothar Trade began tg flouriſh, 2nd the! 


Companies began to Incorporate, bur this happineſs laſted nor 
long, for in the 5 2 year of the ſaid King Henry the Third, Anno 
Dem. 1267, The King being abſent in che Country, the Earl of 
Gloucefter raking great diſpleaſure for that he might not have his 
Will, as well for Baniſhing of Strangers, as for Reſtitution to be 
made unto ſuch as had been disherited, he began to raiſe new 
Tumults, for having raiſed a great power in the Marches of 
Wales, he came directly for London, pretending at firſt as if he 
came to aid the King in his intended War with France, upon 
which plauſible pretence, he obtained leave of the Mayor and 
Citizens to paſs through the City into Southwark, where he En-. 
camped, and ſhortly after Sir John de Ewilli came and joyned 
him with about 2009 Horſe and Foot, upon which, and ſome 
other Actions that had happened, the Mayor cauſed the Bridge 
ind Water-fide to be guarded Day and Night with ſuch Forces 
as could be raiſed, and the Draw-bridge to be drawn up every 
Night, but within a while, the Earl uſed the Matter fo, that he 
was permitted to Lodge within the City with a conſiderable 
number of his men, and getting into favour with ſuch as bore 
moſt ſway, he by degrees got all his Army .co Quatter-there, 
and having thus taken poſſeſfion, he got the Keys of all the 
Gares, and ſet a Guard of his own men to Watch them, upon ' 
which the Popes Legare, who had fled to the Tower for (afery 
came out, and exhorted the Earl to deſiſt his Rebellious Practi- 
ſes, bur in vain, for the Earl not only commanded him to return 
from whence he came, bur likewiſe gave ſtri& charge to ſuch as 
kept the Guard on that fide, that no Proviſion ſhould be per- 
mitted to be carried into the Tower, notwichſtand about 2000 
perſons were got into it, reſolving to defend it. for the King 
_ fill ſuch cime as he Arived with ſuch Forces as he had gathered 
in Cambridge-ſbire and other places adjacent, RT 
Upon the great abuſes that were at that time uſed towards 
 _ -*Srrangers, a conſiderable number of 7s, with their Wives and 
hs Children, got likewiſe into the Tower, and-had onequarter of 
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(3 
aligned them, to defend which, they did very Manfully, fo 


at many of the Londopers fearing new Inſurretions might be 


calioned by ſuch proceedings, wenr out of the City, and car- 
ed wich chem. che greateſt parr of their Subſtance, and whae 
left behind chem was ſeized by the Earls command, who 
fered his Men to ſpoil it . ar pleaſure. | lr 
The greater part of the Commons of che City took pare with 
e Earl, which highly offended the King, and che more, for 
at they (being as it,were without Government) tumulcuouſly 
embled at Guild-hat, and there choſe for their Mayor Sir 
:chard as Colwerth, and for Bayliffs Robert de Linton and Roger 
arſbal, diſcharging rhe Skeriffs-of cheir Places, Offices, and 


uſts, contrary to the defjres-and endeavours of the more Mo- 


* 


race and Judicious = of rhe Citizens, and carrying on their 
rages yer farther, they forc d divers Aldermen and chief Citi- 
15 to. Prifon without Lav or Procels, and having them in ſafe 


0 


 cumulcuous Adions were at Loilin ihe Kia * 


Popes Legate,..and 4 great number 

oxe recued, upan the firſt News of which 

g: cifladged his Army hd 'Marched towards 
is Power to6-veak, ho 25 obliged to ell 
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his Phte and Jewels to raiſe more Forces, whereupon he fent 
Prince Eawerd nd others imo France and Srotlond to raife 
them, and again.recired to Cambridge, where he continued cill 
the Prince came to him with an Army of 30000 9rars and 
French. 2 . + Bay 
The King upon chis'Recruic, leaving a fufficienr power as 
Cambridge 'to defend thofe parts from che Rovers, advancedwith 
all diligence cowards London, reſolving to give the Earl Battle, 
Gif he durſt leave the Ciry ro meet him) ſending a Herauld to 
eive him notice of his intenr. | 
*.. When he wis come to Windſor, he there Encamped, the bet- 
-rer ro inforgs himſelf how affairs ſtood in the City, and how the 
People ſtood iticlined, not wanting many Loyal perſons there to 
ive him ſecret Intelligence what happened from time to time ; 
Fe had not long ſtayed at Windſor, but his Army daily encreaſed, 
which made Glouce ſter and his Party begin co donbe of the pro-- 
mifed SucceGs with- which they had flattered. chemſelves, and 
thereupon. were very defirons of Peace, but ric King would. nor 
| hearken to their Propoſals, whereupon they appointed to give 
him Barrle upon Hound/low-heath, bur the King coming thuther . 
with his whole Army at the day appointed, ſoups (har They da | 
afrered their reſlutions, no'perfon being rhere"ts oppoſe Himg 
after fe had Raved forme rime, and underſtood by his Scours chat 
na' Army approached, he ſet forwards towards Londun, and | 
wheeling about, brought his whole Army to Stratford, where 
ke'gave command they ſhould Encamp. — | - © © 
Ut the thean while aParcy of the Rebels that, Quartered in 
Southwark went to Weſtminſter, where they dEſtroyed the Church 
and much defaced the Abby z, then coming to the Kings Pallace 
aid finding ir difſerted, they broke open.the Gates and plunder- g 
e&.it, breaking all che Windows, and defacing: the Images or | 
Stanites, ſcares, foibearihe © ſer'ic on Pike, they likewiſe Rob- | 


Bed ſeveral ather grear Houſes ihout £ 


* 
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As the King lay this Encamped #t $iratferd, "there came to 
tim from 
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beyong the Sea the Eazls of Bulogne, and St. Paul with | 
7 FE 2000 Men. 


2500 Men ar Armes; alſo there Arived in the Thames a Fleet of 
_ great Ships with a conſiderable Supply of Gaſtomet,. which 1ay 

before the Tower waiting the Kings command, to oppoſe whoſe 
Landing Gloucefter drew Trenches and raiſed Buliworks, 'bue 
when no Man hoped for Peace, by the mediation of the King 
of Almaigne, the Lord Philip Baſſet and others, the King conſen- 
red to a Treaty, wherein the Ordinance of: i/l:ngworth was in 
- all points obſerved, and in that Treaty of Peace the Lonapners 
were comprehended and taken into favour upon condition that 
they forthwith payed 1000 Marks to the King of Almwargne for 
the Burning his Houle at Thi/teworth, and the Officers that had 
been diſplaced during the Tumalts, co be reſtored to their re- 
ſpeQive Truſt,” and ſuch as had been wrongtully Imprifoned, ta 
take their courſe ac Common-Law againft ſamany of the offen- 
dors as they could Learn were concerned therein, 

In the 5 1 year of the Reign of Edward the third, Anno Dow: 
1377 the Duke of Laxcaſter uſing the Kings Authoricy, direfted 
Weattants toall the Lords and Barrons, Knights and Burgeſles 
chat 15 days aftet St. H:4ary they ſhould be preſent at Loxdon, 
there to Aſſemble in Parliament, to adjuſt matters appertaining 
to the Publick VWeel of the Kingdom, to this Parliament cams 
Richard of Burdaux (Son to Birard the black Prince,” and 
Grand-Child to the King) accompanyed with a great number 
of Knights and Gentlemen, and was received by the Londoners 
afrer the beſt manner, being preſented with many Rich Gifes, 
_ aSlikewife his Uncle the Duke of Lancaſter feemed ro Honour 

him above the reſt, placeing him in the Chair of Stare and ad- 
viſed him to demand that they would give the King rwo Tenchs 
in one-year, or elſe of all the Merchandice that wete fold in 
 Enland for one year 12 pence of every pound, of every Fire- 
Houfeone Penny, and of every Knights Fee one Pound of Silver, 
which demands the Duke earneftly Profecured, ſaying they of 
neceſſity muſt granc'one- of 'chefe Points, for that the: Enemies 
had Proc}aimed War, and would: fuddainly Invade the Realm, 
zpot which the Parliament defired time to debare the matter, 
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(8) 
when.as the.day appointed for delivering their Opinions was 
come, one Mr, Huzge: ford was elected to deliver their Opinions 
wha had been (if,ac that time he was-not) the Dukes Steward, 
though/ſome were of Opinion char. Sir Peter de Ia Moor was the 
ficteſt Manon that occaſion, but-thele latter being fey in num- 
oe theyprevailed nocking;... +, 7 :. 

; Whilſt: chele things were doing the Duke proceeded, yer 
farther ahd. demanded a Subſidy of the whole Clergy, which fo 
thoroughly. netled the Biſhops, that they mightily oppoſed ir, 
bur che Duke conſulting with one Wrchffe, who greaaly Inveigh- 
ed againſt the Clergy, he affirmed that it was lawful not on'y 
for the King bur for Temporal Lords, to rake the Goods of Cler- 
gy-men towards their Subſiſtance if necelſity; required it, the 
better ro effe. this by pleaſing the Biſhops, he Treated with 
the Arch- Biſhop of Canterbury, tocall a Convocation, which 
was accordingly done, and William Wickaw Fiſhop. of Win 
chefier who had been Baniſhed ſeveral Miles from Court, was 
by the.Dukes order brought there to this'Conyocation, it was 
ordained thar the aforeſaid Wickffe ſhould appear'to anſwer for 
his ſpreading his Dogrine chroughout che City, and in other 
places, 25 likewiſe giving his Opinion to the, Duke in prejudice 
to the Clergy,and char being Tryed-and Canvidted for the ſame, 
PE undergo ſuch Penaleys as that Aſſembly ſhould chink 
.-: And-on'the 5 of Febryary in the year aforeſaid the Conyo< 
cation'being Aflembled,he was b:ought ſorch by the Dukes com- 

mand, and as the cate he was greatly annhimated, by ſuch of 
his followers as had embraced his Dofrine and Councelled nei- 
tet ta fear the Biſhops nor the great concourſe of People, ſeeing 
not only the Duke, bur likewiſe all che Nobillity preſent, were 
bis Friends, when he came into our Ladys Chapple in St. Pauls = 
Church; Hepry Perc chief Marſhalof. England, willed him to 
fit down and in a manner compelled! him 1o. to.do, ſaying, that 
he had much to anſwer, and Rn" oughe ro fic, upon-which 
the Biſhops were highly offetded, the Biſhop of Loxdor in the 

Naine 


" name of all the reit,' alledging chat ſince he was come as a Cri- 
mina} co anſwer betore his ordinary to ſuch things as ſhould be 
objected againſt him, he ought to ſhew more Reſpe& and Rever- 
ence to the Convocation, by 

The Duke being prelent, and hearing the words of the Biſhop 
began ſharply to reprehend him, Swearing that he would pull 
down not only his Pride, but that of all the Blihops in Exglaza, 
and added, that although he Truſted in his Parents, they could 
profit him nothing, to which the Biſhop replyed, that he neither 
Truſted in his Parents, nor in the Life of any Man, but in God 
only, in whom he ought totruſt. This laſt anſwer ſo Inraged 
the Duke, char he Whilpring the Biſhop ſoftly, told hins, he 
would rather draw him out of the Church Ly the Hair of the Headihen 
ſuffer ſuch things at his Hands. | 

The Londozers who were all chis while waiting in Croucs 
withour, hearing how the Danke had chreacned their Bithop, 
gave a Loud Shout, Swearing, that they would rather looſe their 
Lives then ary violence ſhould be ered :0 their Biſbop in his own 
Church, and that which heightened their Fury the more was, 
that che Duke being Preſident in Parliament, where the day 
before it was requeſted in the Kings name that from that day 
forwards there ſhould be no more Mayor of Lozdex, but that a 
Captain ſhould be appointed, and that the Marthal of England 
as well in che City as in other places, miglh Arreſt ſuch as offen. 
ded, with many other things which were mannifeſtly againſt 
the Liberrcys of the City. } 7 

The Mo:row after the Londoners. Afembled themſelves to 
take Councel what they ſhould do in ſuch a ſtrait they were like 
to fall into, in caſe a Captain ſhould be choſen, they concluing 
their Liberties muſt be no longer continued, eſpecially if the 
Marſhals Office excendeg. it ſelf within their Juriſdiction, and 
farther, they argued what might be done in Reperacion of che 
affrone or Injury pur upon. thezr Biſhop, and whilſt they were 
debating theſe marters and differing in Opinions about coming 
co acogchuſion what to do, the Lord Fitz Wolter, and Sir Guido | 
: | B 3 Brian © 


C203. 
\ Brianentered the City; whether to know their minds or other- 
wiſe is uncertain, but the untuly Multicude conſtruing things in 
the worſt Senſe, were hardly reſtrained from 97s, bg them, 
nor had- they eſcaped the Hands of the Multicude had not they 
Sworn they came not in the leaſt to perjudice the City, when 
having no foonor obtained belief and pacified the Rabble, bur 
the Lord Fitz Walter ſtood up and made an Oration, the effes 
.of which was, that whereas he ray by Antient Inheritance, Stand- 
ard Bearer to the City, was to take 1njurtes offered to thems as to him- 
ſelf, and thereupon willed them to look to their Defence, 
He had no ſooner ended but they run to their Arms, every 
- one taking what came next to hand, and in a great rage went 
tothe Inn where the Marſhal lay, breaking open the Doors and 
ſearching all parts of theHouſe where they imagined he might be, 
but not finding him, they broughc out a Priſoner whom they 
found there in Fetters and ſet him at Liberty, and then went to 
other places in Queſt of che Marſhal, but found him not, for thac 
day he and the Duke Dined with one Fohy of Tpre,' of which 
they were Ignorant, bur they ſuppoſed at leaſt co have found 
them at the Savoy, and thereupon many of. them came with all 
expedition thither, .in the mean while one of the Dukes Ser- 
vants advercized his Lord what had happened, and adviſed him 
ro Shifr for his ſafety, whereupon in a great Frighe he left his 
Proviſion and Fled by Water to his Mannor at K ennineton, where 
finding the Princeſs and the Young Prince, wiz. Bukard of 
Burdeaux, Son to Edward the Black Prince, herelaced what had 
happened and grievouſly complained againſt the Infolency of the 
Londoners, the Princeſs having heard whar ſtirs were abroad, 
comforted him,andrtold him thar, ſhe would do her endeavour to 
compoſe the difference. | : ”, 
By this time the Londonr?s underſtanding that the Duke and 
his accomplice Sir Hezry Piercy were Fled ih great Fury, hafted 
to the Savoy, where meeting a'Prieſt, whodemanded what the 
matrer was, they told him, that they wenic to ſeaſe the Perfons of 
the Duke and Sir Henry Piercy, that cherebythey might —__ 
. : them 


_— _ 
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chem to deliver up Sir Peter de le Moor, which they unfaſtly 
detained in Prifon, upon the hearing of which, che Prieſt re- 
plyed, that Sir Peter de-la Moor war a Traytor 19-the K ing and de- 
ſerved to be Hang'd, upon which words(fo unfeafonably Spoken) 
che Mulricude cryed out, That it was Piercy inD ifguſe, that Tray- 
tor to England; and that his Sprech betray d him, though he had 
changed his Habit, and thereupon they 4 belaboured him with 
Swords, Clubs, and other miſchievous Inſtruments, that he fell 
down upon the place as Dead ,bur they finding him yer to bremch, 
they halled him to Prifon where he Dyed. 

The Biſhop of Loz4ez hearing of thefe Stirs as he ſace ar 
Dinner, lefe his Company, and haſted towards the Multitude, 
where being Arrived, he admoniſhed chem by many perſwafive 
Arguments to ceaſe from ſuch Rebellious proceedings and to 
depart to their reſpe&ive homes, affirming, that hewonld bring: 
all things that had been done co their prejudice ro am amica- 
ble compoſure, upon thefe perſiwaſions of the Biſhop, every 
one retarned to. theit” Habicarions, ſo that all' the Malcirude: 
were diſperfed in leſs then thre? hours, yer their hatred 
againſt the Duke could not be fo thoroughly. oblitered, bur. 
that the ſame day they hung up his Arms reverſe in the prin- 
cipal Streets. of che City, .in token of his being a Traytor co 
the Kingdom, as. they 'then Related) thereby ro-caſt an 
odium upon his Name, the which when the Duke heard, he 
_ requeſted rhe Biſhop ro Pronounce Sentence of Excommunica« 
rion againft che doers thereof, the Biſhop of Bangor therefore 
being affilted by rhe Aldermen and' other of the prime Citi-- 
zens, did pronounce the aforefaid Sentence, the Biſhop of Eox- 
dur being unwilling to Incarr the Peoples hare thereby, decli- 
ning it, | 
- Within three or ſour days after the Duke went to the Parli- 
ament Houſe, where he and feveral of the Lords that-were his 
Friends being Seated, they demanded of the Knights and Bur- 
veffes co return an anſwer ro what had{been formerly propo- 
led astothe Subſigie;,, and had ferurn made by the __ 
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geſles, &c. that they would nor help cheir Soveraign Lord che 
"King with 'one -penay a head only, but with a groat for every 

Head throughout the Kingdom above 14 years of Age, if ſo be 
that Mony might be depoſited in the Hands of certain Lords 
and Barrons, till ſuch time occaſion required the diſpolure of the 
ſame, in the mannagement of the Kings affairs, and chat every 
Religious Perſon promoted thould pay one Shilling, + ,.. 

The Duke having chus obtained his deſire, in rhys poinc 
beganto call ro mind the affrontoffered to him by the Londoners, 
wherefore he cauſed the King to ſend for the Mayor,Sheriffs, and 
Aldermen of the City, who being Introduced into the Kings 
preſence (he being ar his mannor of Sheens now Rrcamond) they 
tound him placed ina Chair, not well able to Speak, by reaſon 
of his Sickneſs, the Duke, the Arch-Biſhop, and other Biſhops, 
with many Lords and Honourable Perſonages fitting about him, 
where after due Reverence made, and Silence commanded, Sir 
Rgbert Aſton began an Oration, perſwading the Citizens to confeſs 
their great and Hemous offerices azainſt the Ke aud Duke, and to 
ſubmit themſelves t0 their Mercy, whereunto the Londoners an- 
ſyered, that they had not conſpired againſt the Duke; neither had 
there heen an) Etildone or ſpoken againſt him, which they did conſent 
to or know of, which they were ready to prove before their So. 


VErBIgh Lord the King and Duke himſelf; yet they. confeſſed 


that they could nor ſtay the Inſolency of the unfuly Mulritude, 
by whom that which. had chanced was, commicted,. wherefore 
they requeſted che King that he would not by any means Punniſh 
thoſe chat were Innocent and Ignorant of the Fact, inſtead of þ. 
thoſe that committed ir, Rand, = that tliey would do their ur- 
moſt endeavour to apprehend ſuch as were guilty, and compell 
them by Law co <2 $4 ſartisfation, ſaying, that rhey were no! able 
to do 1 that point for the Duk? as they would, whereupon they were 
ditnifſed, not a little glad cha they came off fo well, : 
Tit A while 
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(13) 
A white after the King ſent privately tothem, and com 
manded, That they ſhuuld Aflemble together, and:make 2 
_ Wax Candle or Taper ;* with the Dukes Armsonic, and 
carry itia a General Proceſſion, to St. Peuls Chutch,. there 
continually tos burn before the Image of the Virgin Mer, 
at the Charges of the City. - This was exaQUly performed 3 
but when the Duke came to hear of it , it rather Exaſper- 
ated him;''thenany ways gave him Satisfationz- wherefore 
he threatned the Citizens more than formerly, ſaying ; that 
it rather redounded to his diſgrace than Honour ; Bo that 
during his Life, and'in a time of Health, th:y had offered 
ap his Arms: But they excuſed themſelves, by alledging, 
tt was done at the Commandment of the King his Father, 
. and 'thatthey would have done any thing that might have 
pleaſed him. But this would not avail them, for the Duke 
ceaſed not till he had diſplaced Adam Staple, Mayor of the 

City, and obtained Nicholas Brembey to be Eledted in his 
room; and on the 29th of March 1377. cauſed him to take 
his Oath at the Tower of Zo»don; as likewiſe ſeveral Alder- 
men were Outed, and others placed in their ſteads. 

. And thus havel given the Reader an Impartial Relation 
of what happened tothe Citizens and City of London, du» 
ring the Reign of King Edward the Third, who Dyed at 

Richmond: Anno. 1377. Inthe 65 Year of his Age, having 
Reigned 50 Years, 4 Months, and 6 Days. 

- And now I ſhall proceed to relate what happened to the 
City during the Reign of Richard the Second, Son to the 
Black Prince, and Grand-Son to the beforementioned King. 
But 'b-forel Treat of the Diſcord that happened, I donot 
think it amiſs (though indeed it may be counted by ſome a 
Digreſſion) to inform the Reader, how at the beginning of 
this Kings Reign the Citizens were Reconciled to their Ca- 
pal Etiemy, the Duke of Larcaſter. EO . 
©. King Edward was no ſooner departed this Life, but the 
*City fenr ſeveral of the C_ Citizens to wait upon Richard. 

at 


C14) 
at Kiningtou, where he apd the Princeſs bis Mother remain- 
ed; 'tamromiſe. bimebeits eady Qbediznee; ; !nPrwckjtang 
him:King, as his Right by Confirmation of Parliimett,anf 
the Eſtabliſhed Laws of the Kingdom ' and to-affizre hin: 
of their Loyalty and conſtant Fidelity ,, Humbly befeech- 
ing him, That he would take upon him. to- end the difeord: 
between them and his Uncle the Duke of Lancaſter 3;'to ac- 
compliſh which. he promiſed to, uſe his urmoſt; endeayour, - 
and with many thanks , ſuffered the Citizens to. depart to- 
their reſpective Habitations. = 
The morrow after, there were: ſent into: Eoxdon from the 
King, the Lord. Zatimer, Sir Nicholas Bond, Sir 4 inton Bur- 
ly, and Sir Richard Adderbury, to givethem a farther Con- 
 firmation of the Kings affeftion. towards them;zand how that 
he had ſpoken to the Duke of Lancaſter in their behalfs,and. 
that he had ſubmitted: himſelf in all. things. to-the King, 
touching-their Cauſe 3 and that it was the Kings pleaſure 
they ſhould do the like 3 and then he would da his endea« 
vour thatan Honourable Agreement might be made on the: 
behalf of the City. _ 
When: the Citizens heard this Mctiage, they were not . 
| "well pleaſed, by rcaſon they knew that the King | being. 
young, muſt do what was done by Subſtitutes 3 and : that 
the Duke being powerful at Court, would not mils of find-: 
ing favour ; yet notwithſtanding, they promiſed to ſubmie 
themſelves; if fo be the afore-mentioned Knights would un-. 
dertake upon their Oath of Fidelity and Knighthoad, thar: 
they ſhould not ſuffer either 1n Body or' Goods, which 
they conſenting to, the Chicf Citizens went with them 
to.Sheene where the young King was, with his Mother, the- 
Duke of Zarcafter, and a great number. of Nobility 3 
when the King knew they were cone, he cauſed them 
to be brought before him, and-in:thei full Afembly. @- 
handled the matter , that the Duke and they entred:into 
an intire Amity , and perpetualFriend{hip ; and An 
fy | | NE 
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the Duke; behayed ap . ures 
Co peaples..thar 

as _ and Good avill awed: 4a 
the Citizens Reoagcihation with the Da 
and aow.to my, parpole. 

In the 154th. Xane: % & Ba. ign, of {Kg Aabe'd the Se- 
cend,; Ana. 1 lament th , ang. not 
having conclu oo FL bo ſpeedy <A 0 fr maney ; - 
the King, to ſupply his peuene Occaſions, ſent to the City 
to borrow the Summ of atooo pounds,the which they not 
only. uncourteoully, refſed to lend him, but likewiſe beat 
and grievoully,younded a Lumwbard who offcred to ſupply 
him with the like Syumm-3 of which the King being adyer+ 
tized, was greately gdiſpleaſed with the cheat wheres - 
vpon calling togethertnolt of the Peers and Noble men of 
his Kingdom, ; he complained to them of the froward deal- 
ings of the Zondoxers,; and defired them to take notice of 
the Afﬀront they, had put upon. him., When ok eKiog, had 
told them his mind, the Lords, after a ſhort aerenes a= 
bout the matter, gave Counſel, That it was not only Ex- 
pedient, but very requiſite , that "the In i ſolent Pride of thoſe 
preſuzeprions Perſons ſhould be ſpeedily Neprelſed 

The Citizens of Londor (as it appeareth in, thoſe ay) 
uling their Authority to the utmoſt, had deviſed and 
forth divers Orders and Conſtitutions, to abridge the Li- 
berties of Forreigners that came to the =, toutter their 
Wares; which likewiſe cauſed great Complaints againſt 
them : ' They in many; particulars, as Fra 5b, 2 
having ſtretched beyond their Bougds, all which Crs 
_ but as Fuckto increaſe the Kings diſpleaſure againſt ghem. 

Andgow becauſe I will omit nothing that,may ,occafion 
avy. :Qbjegion : ; It is notamibto,giyg the Readeranother 
Relaylon. though different from the, DEMI the City 

fl jacothe Kings, diſpleaſure, thongh ftcew þ Ja 
wtkages Auther., and KhcToſave. what © dir, L aut 
©:-2;1 | 


ſly towards the 
- was turned 

Ee ſo much of 
£ of Lancaſter, 
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leave to the judgement of the Reader, many having re» 
jeQed' it as FabuJous, and affirm, that whatis before men- 
tioned was the real occaſion, that which was pretended be- 
ing as followeth, viz. That one of: the Biſhop of 8 a/i5bury's 
Servants meeting a Bakers Boy, in Fleet-ftreet , took out of 
his Basket a Loaf,and utterly refuſed to reftore it again 5 for 
which, wken the Boy became Clamorous, he broke his head; 
and gave him many blows upon his body, which the Inha- 
bitants perceiving, they came together and would have 
taken the Biſhops man, in order to have conveyed him to 
Priſon, but that his Fellow-Servants — in what dan- 
ger he was, came to his Reſcue, and carried him by force 


- into the Biſhops houſe, which was at that time in Fleet-ſtreet - 
whereupon the multitude increaſing; they threatned to pull 
down the houſe unleſs the Offender was delivered up, and 
had effe Qed it, had not theMayor and Sheriffs with confi- 
derable number -of Halberts, come 1n time to appeaſe rhem 
and oblige them: to depart every man to' his own Houſe. 


And that of this the- Biſhop being advertized; made his 

Complaintto the King; and for that:cauſe, ſays this un- 

known Author, was it that the Citizens fell intothe Kings 
diſpleaſure : butby this his concluſion. it proved fititious ;. 
for hetells us, that the Cities-Charter-upon that cauſe be-- 
ing taken away, it was reſtored by the Interceffion of: 
Richard Gravesend. and Biſhopot Loxdox. In acknowledge=- 
ment of which, the Citizens for a long-time aftter-Tepaired. 
onee a year. to his Grave m. the Middle Ifle-of St. Paws 

Church , &c. But that ts utterly falſe , for at that time 
Robert Braybrook: was Biſhop of Zondon , the (aforeſaid 

Graveſesd having been Biſhop in the Reign of Edward the 
Firſt, Anno. 1303. almoſt go years before this time, after: 
whom fiicceeded him-in- the- Biſhoprick , Ralph Baldock, 
Gilbert Seagrave, Richard Newport, Stephen Graveſend , - Ri- 
chard Wentworth, Ralph Stratford , Michael Nor 8#= 
mon Sudbury, William Courtey, and Robert.Braybrooh, WRe 
late Biſhop 1381, until the-year 1403. More- 
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Moreover, 'The placeof Burial in St. Paxl:, whereunto 
the Mayor and Citizens of London were wont to repair, was 
of William, who ſat Biſhop- of Lozdor in the time of Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, and of him purchaſed the Charter ofthe 
faid City. Having thus, as I think, cleared all Objections 
that might have been ſtarted as to the beginning of the 
Feud, I ſhall proceed torelate what happenede're the Ci- 
tizenscould appeaſe the Kings Anger. 

After the Lords had given their opinions as is before re- 
Cited, the King commanded that the Mayor, Sheriffs, 'and 
ſeveral of the moſt wealrhy Citizens, ſhould be Arreſted 
and. brought to Nottivgham, where on the 118h of Jane, 
in the year aforefaid , Jobn Hind the Mayor was Depoſed 
and ſent to. windſor-Caltle, as likewiſe the ” Sheriffs 5; one of 
them being ſent toWalingford.Cale, and the other to 0- 

_ .dam-Caſtle, and the other Citizens to ſeveral adjacent Pri> 
fons, there to continue till ſuch time as the King with his 

Councet ſhould determine, what ſhould be done in that 
Altair . 

* The Council had not long conſulted about ut,. before 
they Unanimouſly conſented, and determined that from 
thenceforth the Loxdoxners ſhould not chuſe nor have any - 
' Mayor, but.that the King ſhould appoint one of his Knights 
to: Govern the City immediately under him z and that their 
 Priviledges ſhould be Revoked, their Liberties Diſagull'd, 

and their Laws Abrogated,al! which was agcordingly done, 
the King immediately appointing for Warden or: Goyern- 
eur, Sir Edward Darlingrug, Impowering. him: not only to 
Rule the City, but to ſee the Adminiſtration of Juſtice done 
inall Caſes, _—_ {tled Lord Warden of the City, and {6 
continued forthe: ceof Ten days : When the ; Eft 
tering the City, it the 1 of Jah, in the 16th year of 
his Reign, , he diſe ry e ſaid Office, ahd plac 
jo kia lead one Sir B ington, a right peck 
and Diſcreet Gentleman, ge how not y pleaſe 


| (18) : 
the Kings mind, but alſo toretain the good: Will of the Citi- 
zens; 'by putting them in hopes. of the-Kings Favour, and in 
tine to regain what, by their unadvized rafkneſs, they had 
loft, as-in the end it happened, © "| 
_ 1 ForatthelIneceffant Intreaties and unwearied Endeavours 
of ſeveral Noble Perſons, and eſpecially the Duke of 'G10- 
cefter, the King beganto relentand hearken to the offered 
Submiſſion of the Citizens, fully determining with himſelf to 
abate of'the Rigor lately trmpoſed; eſpecially when he call- 
ed-tomind the Honour and Service they had formerly done 
Im, _ ſeveral accounts, and the great Girttsthey had 'be- 
ftowedupon him; whereupon he'fent for divers of the Uhnef 


Citizets to cometo him, he then keeping his Courtat Wind- 
for; to ſhew by what Charters and Grants they held. their 
Liberty, Priviledges, Md peculiar Laws, as wellthe new as 
the old, that fo he might determine by tae Advice'et his 
Qouncil, which (hould'be reftored , and which abrogated. 
Hereupon when the ſaid Liberttes and Previledges were laid 


forth to the view of ſuch Perſons as were appointed by the 
Kingto take them into conſideration; afteria due Exanina- 
Zion {ome were Ratifted and Tollerated, and others utterly 
Abropatey and raken away. ESE FTIGIGUS 
Nether could they forthe preſent recover the Perſon or 
nity of thetr Mayor, nor obtain the Kings intire favour, 
till they had ſattsfied the Damages andInjury by them done, | 
eithort& theKing or his People ; and whereas the King had 
beerratgreat Charges 4n- prepating Forcesto Chattrre them, 
as hechad abſolutely derermined, had they not 'ſubmicted 
_ themſelves to his mercy,ſith Charges as he had beenat were 
expeted to be payed bythe City 3 : the [Citizens rheredfove 
went; ahbdin moſt Huttble imaruyer rendered: again their 
Subaiffion, 'offeritlg, as a Retonpehce/ and  Satisfaction:of 
thei Theſpafſes, 1db00 on preatS$omm inithate days) 
»bankepWwere-At that tirferſanrc hore, aad:s cxrtaireday aps 
Pablo ether appearatiee2/ 'norbeiaþ:yroena the! aft 
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2g underſtand. what they muſt, pay,till the King had adviſed 


{tance.of the Nobility; the King was content to p onal 
Offences paſt, but fir{t the Qirizens were told that the King 


zatended to come from his Mannor of Sheene to Londen 
andthen undqubtedly upon kowledge had of theig ggod 
mcanjngand Loyal Intentions far the future ,. they ſhould 
obtaia; his favour, | [$4 wore) 
The Citizens having received this welcome news,did nat 
only prepare themſelves to meet him, and preſent him with 
Gifts of great value, but alſo to adorn, deck, and trim their * 
City with ſumptuous Pageante,rich Hangings,and gargequs 
Furniture in all points, as they were want at a Corongtians 
At the day appointed 3 or 400 of the chief Citizens an 
Horſe-back all in their Liverys , preſented themſelves ben 
fore him upon the Heath on this ide Fbeexe, and in humble 
wiſecraved pardon (in thename of all the Citizens) for thei 
paſt Offences, ang beſought him to take his way to his Pak 
lace of Weſtminſter, through the City of Loudex 3 which 
requeſt the King granted 8 and ſo held on his Journgy nll 
he came to Loxgdpa-bridge, where he was preſented with a 
fair White Steed, Saddled, Bridled, and traped in Cloth gf 
Gold, parted with Red and White : As ike wile.th. 
Queen was given, a White Palfrey, Saddled, Bridled,: apd. 
traped asthe formerz both which were thanktully accept 
ed, and fo both theking and Queen paſſing forwards, .en- 
tred the City, prepared for their Reception, as.is befoxe ve- 
cited ;. and over agd above, all the ſubſtantial Citizens 
ſanding on;both {ides the Streets,and as the King approach- 
ed, with augiþle voice cry'd;z King Richard, King Richard, 
At theStgndard in Cheepſide, was aright ſumptuous Stage | 
ordained;,.0n, which was placed divers ReperiFafprinny 
ahd amaygit the reſt; one Drefled like an Angel, who hold- 
itga-Crown-of Gold. in;his hand, richly ſet- chai 
Pitt upon-the Kings head: ay he paſſed by.z aslikewiſe an--, 


. 
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other on the Queens ; this done, the King Rode to Se. 
Paxls Church, and there making his Offering , took Horſe 
again, and Rodeto his Pallace at Weſtminſter,” where the 
Mayor and Aldermen take their leave of him, and re- 
turned to Londoy. 

On the Morrow the Mayor and his Brethren went again 
to Weſtminſter, and there being admitted tothe Kings pre- 
oe oees him with two Guilt Baſons, and tn' them 
2000 Nobles in Gold, beſceching him to be a good and gra- 
cious Lord to the poor diſtreſſed City, Theſe Preſents he 
received in Courteous manner , and gave them words of 
Comfort, promifing to endeavour the forgetting their Of- 
fences ; ſo that three days after they received a new Con- 
firmation of all their old Liberties, (at leaſt ſuch as were 
moſt advantageous to the City, and no Detriment to For 
reigners) 'wherefore the Citizens being not a littlepleaſed, 
after ſome Conlideration had, they made a Tablet for an 
Altar, all of Silver,'Guilt with Gold, in which was curiouſly 
Tograven the Story of St. Edward the Confeſlor, it bein 
eſteemed: to be worth ro00 Marks; This they preſente 
to the King, which he ſhortly after offered tothe Shrine of 
St, Edward, The Londoners believed, that by theſe Gifts 
they had fo farTngratiated themſelves into'the Kings favour, 
25 to be out of all _ and that no farther trouble could 

accrue ; notwithſtanding which, they were compelled to 
give the King after all this, the Summ of 10000 pounds, 
which was raiſed by a general ColleQion amongſt the Com- 
mons, who payed it with great Regret prrien's of Pas 

Hitherto Reader, T have given you an accountwhat has 


, 


by the Mayor, Aldermen, and PREP - Citizens, 0-ap- 


happened to the City of Lozdox,and what means have beet 
uſe 
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46-14 e Anger of ſuch Princes,into whoſe-diſpleaſare'#h 
had fallen3 yet togive a greater Confirmation to the'trus 

of what happened in the Reign ofKing Kichardthe Scam; 
 Iſhall give another Relation of the ſeveral TranſaRjons;ap. | 
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it was taken out of the Canon of LiceiFer Abby , by Hens 
, ery Knighton: In the year (ſays he) 1392. the King called a 
eat Council at Stawford, on the morrow after T7; rinity Sun- 
- , about certain Afﬀairs concerning the French-mer , in 
which Council he aſſembled together his chicf Officers.and 
invited all the old Souldiers that ſerved in former Wars, to 
repair to him, that ſo he might be the better enabled to put 
in practice what ſhould be adviſed and concluded on, the 
King alſo held a great Council at Nottingham, at the Feaſt 
of St. Fohn B iptiſt, where he cauſed the Mayor of London 
with the four and twenty Aldermen, the two Sheriffs, and. 
four and twenty Commoners of the moſt principal and weal- 
thy amongſt them , to be brought before him , where he 
Charged them , That they had forfeited a Bond of go0oo 
ounds to him, bcfides their Liberties and Priviledges ; 
which Bond or Obligation they had formerly made to the 
King, as a Confirmation of their Obedience ; and after 
the King had declared what new offences they had Com- 
mitted. he diſcharged the Mayor, two Sheriffs, and the reſt 
of th: Officers of their reſpective Offices, and ſent the 
Mayor-and the two Sherifis to a certain place, there to be 
kept in Cuſtody as his Priſoners, diveſting the City of Lo#- 
don of all her Honours and Priviledges , infomuch that 2 
Citizen or Free-man ſhould have no more Prerogative than' 
a Forreigner or Stranger 3 Healſo appointed the Lord Ba- 
leridge to be Governour thereof, to keep and ſee kept , the 
Kings Laws, and his Leige-people within the City of Loz- 
don, in due order, untit ſuch time as the King had otherwiſe 
provided for them ; after which, a day was ſet them to an(- 
wer the King and his Council to certain [nterrogatorys, 
Which was on the Feaſt of St. Mary Magdalen, and theplace 
affixed for that purpoſe, was V/Vindſor. ET 
- 'Imthe mean while , through the Mediation of ſucls as 
were well-willers to the City , the Kings Indignation was 
FHmewhat mittigated and pacified towards them, —_— 
ed D that 
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that at length he releaſed the Mayor and Sheriffs from their 
Confinements,ſending them home to their reſpeQive houſes, 
ſetting over the City (notwithſtanding) a new Keeper, or 
Governour, reſerving all the Priviledges and Liberties in 
his own hands: In the mean time, the Citizens conſulting 
| What was beſt to be done, they at laſt agreed to ſubmit 
themſelves and all their Goods, to the Kings mercy; when 
upon the Aſſumption of the bleſſed Virgin, all the Wealthy 
| Citizens came to the King, and ſubmitted themſelves accor- 
dingly; infomuch that he ſpeak friendly to them, and began 
toreceive them into favour: On the YYedneſday enſuing, 
the King was purpoſed tocome to Loxdoy, and the Citizens 
in great numbers came out to meet him on Horſe-back, 
and ſuch as could not procure Horſes, went on foot to wel- 
come him, which they performed with Shouts and joyful 
Acclamations; and not only men, but likewiſe women.and 
Children, came flocking abaut him: When he came near 
the City, the Biſhop of Loxdox , with all the Clergy and 
Religious Perſons of all Degrees whatſoever, went out to 
meet him, ſo that in that Proceſſion, there were faid to be 
above 500 Boys in Surplicesz moreover, the Citizens trim- 
ed the out-ſide of their houſes and Chambers in every ſtreet, 
through which the King and Queen were to pals ; as for the 
Houſes of the wealthier ſort, they were bravely garniſheþ 
with Cloth of Gold, Silver, Velvet, and other Rich and 
ſumptuous Stuffs: In Cheapſide there wasa Conduit, out of 
which two Spouts ran with red and white Wines, and upon 
the Cozdnit (tood a little Boy, Appareled like an Angel, ha-, 
vinga Golden Cup in-hishand, in which he preſented Wine 
to the King and Queen as they paſled by; In the mean 
time, ſeveral Citizens preſented the King with a Crown of 
- Gold, of great value, as likewiſe another to the Queen 3 
and a whileafter they preſented her with a Tablet of Gold 
with the Story of St. Anz Ingravenin it, the which ſhe moſt _ 
greatfully accepted, and the rather, by reaſon her own name 
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(23) 
was fun; (as ſaith our Hiſtorian) As likewiſe tothe King, 
a Golden Tablet of | the bleſſed Trinity, to the value of 800 
pounds ſuch , ſo great and wondeful Honours, did the 
Citizens of Lozdoxto the King and Queen, as the like be- 
fore had been never done to any King or Queen of this 
Realm; and ſo going forwards, they brought the King and 
Queen to Weſtminjter-Hall, where the King placing himſelf 
upon his Throne, and all his Nobles ſtanding about him, one, 
in the Kings behalf, as his Speaker, gave the Cttizens thanks 
for the great Honour they had done him, and the Princely 
Preſents which they had beſtowed upon him; and then they 
being commanded every man to fall to his buſineſs, and that 
in the next Parliament they (ſhould have their final Anſiver, 
they departed with great joy : And thus far this Author 
makes his Report of what happened upon the afore-menti- 
oned occaſion, ; 
 Afﬀeer this Reconciliation, by the means and methods be- 
fore recited, the Citizens followed their Imployments 
peaceably, having ſeveral Grantsand [munities added to the 
fogmer; as alſo, when King Richard was Depoſed by Hexry /: 
Duke of Lancaſter, Son to Joby of Gaunt, the Citizens, by / 
ſiding with the Conqueror , preſerved their Charter and 
Liberties; as likewiſe, during his Reign, who took the Rule 
of the Kingdom upon him, by the Name of Hemrry the 4th. 
Afcer him ſucceeded his Son, Hexry the Fifth, into whoſe fa- 
vour the Citizens highly Ingratiated themſelves , dealing 
likewiſe faithfully with his Son, Hemry the Sixth , till ſuch 
time as Edward the Fourth became query at which 
time they neglected hirn, as thinking it ſafelt to ſail with the 
Wind of Power: During his Reign, they continued peace- 
able , having many of their former Charters and Grants 
confirmed, though not without conſiderable ſumms of mo- 
ney on the parts of the City. er 
King Richard the Third, being a Ulurper, was obliged 
to make the Citizens his Friends, for the better ſupport 
D:': of 


Cant 
of his Dignity z ſo that they lived quietly during his Reign, 
as alſo, during the Reign of King Herry the Seventh ; butuy 
the Ninth year of Henry the Eighth, , theſe following Di- 
ſturbances happened. —- 
The City of Londox being greatly Infeſted with Strans«. 
gers, who notwithſtanding, the Priviledgesand Charters 
granted, did uſe all manner of Handicrafts, and had fuch 
Licenſes to vend their Manufactures, that the Citizens were 
greatly Impoveriſhed ; nor was that all, for they being Im- 
boldened by relying upon the favour. of the Courtiers, 0+ 
penly abuſed the Citizens,not only with reproachful words, 
but likewiſe by Stroaks; and amongſt the reſt, cne Fray- 
cis D'Bard a Lumbard, caufing a Citizens Wife to conve 
her Husbands Plate and other Goods, to his houſe, he there 
kept her, and would by no means reſtore her, although an 
Action was brought againſt him. 
 __ Theſe,and ſuch like matters,ſtirred upthe Citizens Indig- 
nation againſt the Strangers; but above all,one John Zincoln 
a Zroaker, who having drawn up a Þill of Grievances, with. 
it he went to Dr, Standiſh, and defired himto read it 
in his Pulpit at the Spittle, (he being to Preach there on 
» the Mnurday in Eafter-Week-z) but he like a Wiſe Man, and 
g00d Subjec, conſidering of what eyil conſequence it might 
| Prove, refuſed it; upon which, Lincoln went to: Dr. pele, 
who was to Preach there on the Tueſday , and ſo prevailed 
with him, that he openly readit, the Contents being theſe. 
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The Subſtance of the Bill of Complaint, Read by Dr. Bele, 
at che SPITTLE. 


T O all you, the VVorſhipful Lords and Maſteys of this 
City, that will take Compaſſion 0x the poor People, your 

Neighbours ; as alſo, of the great and inſufſerable Hurts, 
Loſſes, and Hindrances, whereof proceedeth the extream pover - 

ty to all the Kings Subje@s that inhabit within this City me 

5 | | Fre 


7 er 


I 4g 


= — 


f 


— (25) 
the Suburbs thereof 5 for { it is, that the Aliens and Strar« 
gers eat the Bread from the Fatherleſs Children, and take the 
Living from the Artificers, and the Intercourſe from all Aer 
chants, whereby Poverty is ſo increaſed, that every one be- 
waileth the Miſery of the other; for Crafti-men be brought 
to Beggery, and Merchants to Needineſs3 wherefore the Pre- 
miſes conſidered. the Redreſs muſt be of the Commons, knit 
and united to one part; and as the hurt and daumages 
grieveth all men, that they ſet their willing power for the 
Remedy, and not to ſuffer the ſaid Aliens ſo highly in their 
Wealth, and the Natural born men of this Kinedom to come 
to Poverty. | = 
Ofthis Letter or Bill, there was more, but the Dr. would 
read no farther, finding it greatly tended to Sedition, by 
ſtirring up and exaſperating the hot-headed multitude a- 
gainſt Strangers, yet he took a Text tothe purpole, viz. 
The Heaven of Heavens is the Lords, but the Earth hath he 
given to the Sons of Men. And thereupon went oa to en- 
courage the people to ſtand up for their Callings and Im- 
ployments, 1nſinuating the Lawfulneſs of fighting for, and 
defending what was their Right, ſaying 3 That the Birds 
defended their Neſts witly their Bills and Claws; as allo, the 
wild Beaſts of the ForreSts their Dens. This, and ſome other. 
occaſions of offence, that miniſtered themſelves ſoinflamed, 
the Youths anda certain company of Deboilt perſons, who 
hoped for Plunder if it came to a Tumultuous Inſurrecion,. 
that on the 28th of April , they gathered together in ſmall 
Companies, and quarrel'd with ſuch Strangers as they met 
intheStreets, beating and throwing them in the Kennels ; 
. Infomuch that notice being given, the Lord Mayor ſent and, 
apprehended the chief Authors of fuch Incivilitiesz viz. 
Stephen Studly a Skinner; Bets, Stevenſon, and divers others, 
who were impriſoned - Whereupon a Rumor (without any- 
certain Author) was ſpread, That on'the ay: day following,; 
the City would Riſe & {lay allthe Aliens; of which Kings | 
Counct 
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Council having notice, they ſent for the Lord Mayor and 
ſome of the Aldermen, telling them what had been report- 
ed to them, adviſing them to louk well to the City, and 
be in a-readineſs to ſuppreſs any Riotous Aſſembly, which 
they promiſed todo, and fo departed. 

Being arrived at Gzz1d-Ha/l, the Mayor Aſſembled the 
Court of Aldermen to conlider what courſe was moſt con- 
venient tobe taken; and after many debates, concluded 
that every Alderman ſhould take charge of his reſpective 
Ward ; and that notice ſhould immediately be given to e- 
very Maſter, to keep in their Servants till Nine of the 
Clock the next morning, upon pain of his being impriſon- 
ed if he were found abroad, and ſo they broke up. 

After this Commandment , in the Evening as Sir Johz 
H1undie (one of the Aldermen) was going home, he found 
two young men in Cheapſide, playing at Cudgels, and a_ 
great company ſtanding about them, whereupon he. in the 
Kings Name, commanded them to depart to their reſpective 
homes, but they refuſing , he ordered one of the moſt re- 
ſolute to be carryed to the Compter ; whereupon his Fel- 
lows came to his Reſcue, crying , Ont Prewtices and Clubs ;. 
whereupon the doors flew open on every fide, and out 
came a number of Armed Youths, who altogether ſetting 
upa cry, a great multitude gathered, inſomuch that the 
Aldermanand his followers, were forced toflye, for by 
Eleven of the Clock that Evening, there were no leſs then 
ſeven hundred gathered in a company ofall ſorts, by whoſe 
Shouting they ſtil] increaſed , there coming at leaſt 3oo 
more out of St. Pans Church-yard , who had no ſooner 
Jjoyned them , but they went and broke up the Compters, 
releaſing not only thoſe that were in Cuſtod y of their own 
gang, but likewiſe a conſiderable. number of other Priſo- 
ners; afd from thence they went to Newgate, where en- 
tring by force, they delivered the reſt of+ their Compant- 
ons, without any regard to the Lord Mayor and again 
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who were come thither, and made Proclamation in. the 
Kings Name, that every one ſhould depart to their re- 
ſpective homes. 

Then away they went to St. Martins-Le-Grand, which 
at that time was Inhabited for the moſt part, by Strangers, 
where they were met by Sir Thomas Moor, and others, who 
advized them to defilt, but nothing was obeyed, for whilſt 
he was Treating with them , the Strangers threw Stones, 
Bats, and ſcalding Water, out of their Windows; info- 
much that ſeveral honeſt Perſons were hurt, and amongſt 
the reſt, one Nicholas Downs, a Serjeant at Arms, who in 
a fury cry'd, Down with 'um; whereupon the Rabble 
| broke up the doors, and ſpoiled about 20 Houſes, not 
diſcerning between the Goods of Aliens and Natives. 

From thence they went to Corxhill, where they come 
mitted. the like Outrages upon the Houſes of French-men, 
Zumbards, and others, that dwelt within the Gate of one 
Mr. Mutas , called Green-Gatez this Man being by 
Birth a Pickard , and a great promoter of the Forraign- 
ers Trade and Manufaquries in Ereland, for which he had 
ot doubt) been ſlain, hadjhe fallen into the hands of 
the Rabble3 but finding him not, they Riffled his Houſe, 
and carried thence, things of great price : And thus they 
continued to range from place to place till Eleven a Clock 
the next day, which was the firſt of May, but by Three 
of the Clock they were many of them diſperſed ; upors 
which, the Watches of the City being in a readineſs, ſe- 
veralof them were Apprehended and committed Priſonets 
to the Tower, Compters, and Newgate; but they were for 
the moſt part the young Fry, the Knaves that had ſet them. 
on, (with ſuch Rich Bootys as they deſired,) timely with- 
drawing themſelves. | | 

About 5 of the Clock, the Earlsof Shrewsbury and Syr- 
ry, Thomas Dokercie, Lord of St. Jobns, and George Newill, 
Lord of Avecrgavenny, with their Attendants,;came —_ 
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City, having at leaſt 600 Men in theie company, but whee * 
ther for fear.of their approach or otherwiſe , the Rioters 
were all diſperſed, yet ſome of the Priſoners were brought 
before them in the Guzld-Hall, ana Examined as alſo Dr. 
Bele, for the Seditious Sermon he Preached, upon which he 

was committed Priſoner to the Tower. 

| A whileafter the King iſſued out a Commiſſion of 0yer 
-and Terminer.for the Tryal of the Offenders,directed to the 
Duke of Norfolk, and divers other Lords; as alfoto the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, Juſtices, and others; fo that the 
Dake came into the City, attended by 1300 Menin Arms, 
and in the Grild-Hall Examined the matter : yet upon Ex- 
amination it did not appear that there had been -any fors- 
mer Meetings, but that it happened rather by chance, un- 
leſs what Lin:olz had done therein, by ſtirring up the peo- 


les hatred againſt Strangers. 
| After this they went to the Houſe of the Lord Chief 


Juſtice Finenx,Scituate 1 Fleet-ſtreet, there to adjudge and 
determine the matter; where, when the Judges and the 
: Kings Council trad well conlidered the Statute Anno Tertio 
of Hezry the Fifth, in Relation to the Breach of Leagues 
which they ſaid was manifeſtly done by the abule offered 
to Merchants, Strangers , and Reteiners to Forreign Ame 
baſſadorsz they concluded that all Perſons who were aftu- 
ally in the Inſurrection, aiding, abetting, or encouraging 
the ſame, were Guilty of High-Treaſon. F 
The buſineſs being brought to this paſs, they Adjourned 
to Gnild-Hall, where on the 24. of May, the Offenders 
were brought before them and Indicted, as well for the 
Tnſurretion, as the ſeveral. Robberies that were Committed 
during the Uproar, to which they pleaded Not Gziltys, a 
great many of them not exceeding 1 4 years of Age, yet 
were there amonglt them, Laborours, Husband-men, and 
athers, that werenot of the City, the whole number a= 
monminy to 278 Perſons; amongſt whom was John S_ | 
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City of London, for the great Riot 


iy though not without the appointment of Cardinal F* 
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.. Moſt Natural, Benign, and our S0verat ” Lord, we well 
knaw that your. Grace is highly «Ly, us of your 

one and Committed 
heres wherefore we aſſure your | Grace, that none of utt, 


xor mg | Honeſt, Perſon , were condeſcending t0 that Enormi- 
ty; yet we, our Wives and Children, every hour lamtut 
that your Favour ſhould be taken 90 us 5 and foraſmuch 
afiLight and Idle Perſons were the doers of the ſame, we 
Jumbly beſeech your Grace to have Mercy 0n a] for 
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our. negligence and compaſſion on the Offenders for 
@ffences and Treſpaſſes. CY TOO 
To which the Ring Replyed; Truly. you have highly 
diſpleaſed and. offended us, and therefore you ought to mail 
and be ſorry for the ſame; and whereas you. ſay that: you _ 
the Subſtantial Citizens were not conſenting to, what 
pened ,. it appeareth to the contrary . for . you never - 
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moved to let them, nor ſtirred to fight with thoſe whom 
. you ſay were ſo ſmall a number of light perſons; wherefare 
.we maſt think, and you. caunot deny, but that yoki 7 dt 


wink.at the matter 5 therefore at this lime, ave will nathy# 
grant Jou ar Favour -nor Goodwill, nor to the Offenders 


mercy, but reſort to our Zord Chancellor, axd he ſhatt 


make you "ax. Anſwer, and declare to you our pleaſure. 
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_ At this Speech of, the Kings, the Citizens de arted, 


py Gran bot baving borre that, the Kay ticEndel 
tabe at.his Pallace of Weſtminſter on the' 22/7 


ey.clolved to repair thither, which they did accorhog 
0 


hen Lord Chancellor 3 whets as x Cl6th*of 
lied at thieupper-end -of TAſtivieſer HON, 
ERS is io \ YA ON OUR! 


Y 'Þ ” "Y ; 
a A; Pr | 
- . 4 ” 3B _ C & © F-* 4 - dl 
, U w_— 2; 4 hi a9 4s 4 1 4 
4 " a Y 2 ; .< "B84 | "© "Jt __ LR" 2 
] n 4% 
4 3 » : 4 #7 # % 
£ {4 

. 


pd 


feveral otters, Me Lord Miyor, 


: Thea: men, one 2ay 
ſeveral of -the bs bl, that they became earneſt [aterceſs 


ſors to the King for.their, pardon. Ws 7 A 
When filence was made, and they were all come into 1 
the Kings preſence , the Cardinal latoly Rebuked: the | 
Mayges: Aldermen, ang Commonalty ,* for: thein '/Negli- 
genges; and then. addreſſing his Speech'to. the Priſoners, 
he told them , That for oe Offences. againſt the Lay 
of the Realm, and againſt his Majeſties Crown .and Dig-- 
oity, they had deſerved Death, whereupon they. all F--; 
yp. a; pitequs cry. ſaying; Mercy Gracions Lord, Aerey 3 A 
which 1o, moved, the King,,.. that: at the earnelp; Intreagy 
_ of . the: Lords, | he: pronqQunced them pardaned; UpOR 
which, giving 2. great Shout, they x 6k up, their Halers 1 
towards, the Roof of the, Hall, crying, God 8ave the King.; 7 
When: this News .was bruited, abroad , ſeveral that had A 
. been, in the InfurreGion and had eſcaped, .came in uPOn 
their.owa accards with. Ropes about their Necks,,, | 
received the benefit; of: the Kings pardon; . after whi 


the Cardinal gave them ſeyeral. goodF :xhortations, tendi | 


tq; Loyalty 3nd. Obedience ,;..and ſo diſmifled thety,,., 


their:ing ſmall joy. and within a Shile after, the. Cons 
that were ſet in the ſeyeral parts of the Ciry,,' Pn 


down; which ſo. far pleaſed the Cifioes that thay (8 
preſſed infigite thanks to the 6 ph) for þ is ea; : 
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-© 'F | ie 'days of King Hezry the Eighth, lending him _ 
vere" times, '' great Summs of Money. to carry on' "bi 


Wars againſt 'Fraxce, and upon other" occaſions. - + 
During the Reign of his Son King Edward, likewiſe, 
all things were' preſerved peaceably within the City; a 
erftiading being - for, the moſt- part*between- 


om and their Prince, inſomuch that rhe "City greatly: 
flouriſhed under his Pious Goverment, he giving tothiem: 


*His Pallace of Bridewell , Chriſt +-Hoſpita! , St, Bartholo- 


aencs Hoſpital, and that of Bethelent, with 2n-4nnualRe- 
vente for the relief of -the Poor; together with feveral 
Gtants, 'Priviledges; and Immunities 3 fo'thar-to''gratifie 

wi, they conſented to the Eſtabliſhing the" Lady Fame” 


Gray,” his Couzen, in the Succeſſion, 'and+ after 'his. De-* 


ceaſe were affiſting at her Coronation, {promiſing *to' 
ftand by her with their Lives: and Fortunes, although 
within a ſhort 'time after , they: lete her ' to the: 'mercy:-6fi 
"mercileſs Enemy Queen Mary, by that-mr:ans think- 
g'to appeaſe her for the wrong they had done, in de- 
ering her Tegitimatez but that availed not; for ſhe was 
ver throughly Reconciled to. the Citizens during-the - 
whole courſe of her Reign, by reaſon. of the i Aﬀeronts'. 
they frequently offered, and the Revolt of 60g of them 
from the Duke of Norfolk to Wyate, upon the Dukes 
app Kh wud to "Rocheſter 3 {o-that ſhe (till kept an Eye ups | 
& City, and often determined with her ſelf to 'raks. 

ww '> or abridge the Charter; and for'tha6"purpo 
ted with her” Council, wid. bad. Prog geded thighelt i 


6. were 43 rare gore thor] 
ou? Aw3, the ar oh reſtrain, 
1 D 1 d 4rP tit Fa . t'vY {kv 'O vi ' 
" Ae we death , ing? James 'of evet. Bl fi 
 niorys, 'Unidltis the Qrowhs? of England "tt Frenlind. 
was oſt 5oyfi | T&teived? by the Cidzdas of London, and 
much avgmenred their" Priviledges, freely confirming their 
Chatter, :iwhich' they deliver upto his! Majeſty for 
thats pirp6ſetand ccntinwed during! his\moſt Chriſtian 
 Rbign, $ a*greati Profp efiey-and' P cm fff 
22But, 10 "the fourth Year 'of his $6n;; Charles the Firſt, of 
ever bleſſed Memory, Anno; 1628.” 0 the 14th of July- 
this following Diſturbange/ happened'y "One Dr, - Lan 
{by ſome reputed to a Netonrqucer yi though many were, 
'Y are 'to-this day, of -a--contraryopiaton.)/oome ing 
through: Cheapſide; whete' being eſpyed by ſome mae 
| d perſons; who'envyed his great parts, they-cryed oug 
Di Lapib "Dri Lain! whereupon 'a©great number of 
Lewd Fellows: came running-wath Staves;:and fach fikds 
miſthievous Weaponsz Which the Dro perceiving , /arid 
finding that it was time to (hift, for tymſelf, "he. mady 
his retreat down J00d-fteer, and there got into a houſe, 
and fo far prevailed with ithe people, thatthey-ſhut, the 
doors\ againſt'the! Rabble',rwho! w ceoby|thit mime 1n- 
creafed to 3 or 4ob.” befieging the -houſe; and detandicig 
the-Dr. ibſtantly' to be deliveredrupy £0 thern/y. or ell 
they yould fire or- pull it down; -bur. the. people. a es - 
time refiftethem, and. endeavoured .to perſwade..thetn 
 r6' depart,-in hopes” that the'Sheriffs CG Ro 
wr he's > the, Os. adder a-faforCondy@;' butt 
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Kings ear, who immediately .ayde 
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d bis Guard 46 make * 
ready, and taking ſame ;of the ghief Nobility, heicame 

in. perſoo_to:appeaſe.the> Tumbls 1 whe” in: $6; Pauly 
Church-yard he met-the Inkumane- Villains dragging the 
Dr.”alang;; and: after tbe Kriight-44arſhal had proclaimed | E 
Wence, who -v/as but Wl obeys the King, like 2/ga0d 
Prigee,. mildly) exhorted and-perfvaded them_to” 
his. Pegeeg: and deliver upcobe; Dy. to be: Tryed: accent 
mgtoLaw, and qhat:ifi.bia offence which they: charged bias - 
with ſhould-appear, he' ſhould be- puniſhed. att or 
it commanding-them: to. diſperſe and. depart every que te 
Witt | his own: home :3;,but the: Infoltnt Varlets aufivered, Thet 
ſ/! © whey tad} udged him already, 2nd thoreupon pulicd, him 

[itt : Limb from __ or at: NT to | Dillocated 3 "OW 
thathe "Inſtantly; hyed." | Sl] « 

The King: facing; .u0 good: was to be gone with, fach 
people, and wanting Forces fufficient az that-time''te)cha(- . 
tize their Inſolance, the retiuned ta; bis Pallagesi aud; ia 
'while:aftob/fent fowtht Heads: of the City, asthe Lord 
| —_— my Sheriffa,}&ic. and blamed:them exqcegy 
| own dong _ of dhe et” tO on 
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